
1ft· Missoula .two· miles south .of I~OON·. 

R~~",e Streetj .· tlteft 1.5:mlles west 011 

Mullaft Road. Parll Is .louted .Oft the· sou.th 
sWe 0' the road~ 
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Special th4l1fls:tD MOftt4114 'State Para alld 
Wildlife Iftte",retl1le Associatloft for thel' 
lIelp 1ft fundi,., thlsprotect. . 

The Mmtma Departmmtc1 Fith,Wildlife and Parks receives 
federal funds. and prd:U.~ d.iscliminMim en the basis cI race, 
colm, sex, age,' natimal <rigiD., ~ii hmdiesp. F« iDfmmatien « 
cmcems regarding d.iscliminMi<ll.,'cmtaet the-P~el Office, 
Mmtma Dtp8ltmcllt c1 Fish, Wildlife met Parks, 1420 E. Slxth 
Ave, PO Box 200701, Helma, Mr 59620-0701,(406)444-2535, « 
The Mmtaoa Human Rigbts·CoDJmiSsi.<m, 1236 Sixth Ave., 
Helma, Mr 59620, 1-8~542-O$07.. 

COUNCIL GROVE� 

a STATE PARK� 
IIOJfTAftA 
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Region 2 Office 
3201 Spurgin Road 
Missoula, MT 59804 (406)542-5500 
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A.dministered by Montana Fish, WrldJife, 
.. andParks, Council Grove State Park is located 10 

[ 'miles west ofMissoula. .Open year-round as a 
I' day use area, the 186 acre park IIIIlI'ks the 

location ofthe 1855 council between Isaac 
i Stevens and the Flathead, Kootenai, andPend 

d'Oreille Indians. The council resulted in the 
HeUgate Treaty, which created the Flathead 
Indian Reservation. 

In addition to its historic signifICance, 
Council Grove State Park offers unique 
birdwatching opportunities, scenic picnic areas, 
and acellentflShing access to the Clark Fork 

Ili~llllill·lleiIHI
 
"Before ftones and firearms cftanged Intertrlflal 
relations, tM Kallspel or Pend'OreUle people 

confluence 'of tM Lower Clar"s For' eMf to tM 
Swan River, ellCDmpasslng tMf14tftea4 Lafte ' 
area, tfte Mission and /ocioValleys, tfteSwan 
Valley, and tM cu"ent "soflMarsftall WIlder'" 
ness" area. TM winter cam". of tite elttmHlt 
Sallsft or "f14tftea4" pesple ranged from tM . 
Bitterroot Mountalnslntfte west to·TftreeForfu .. 
In tfte east, wltft m4/or flands centered In areas 
sucft as Bu~, Helena, and .tfteBlg Hole Valley•. 
Tfte Missoula area was sftared. TM ft.uttlng, 
flsftlng, and gatfterlng terrlfDrIes of 60tft trifles 
covered an Immense area, Indudlng tM entl~ . 
lengtft of tM Mussellftell River to points east of 
Ballngs. 'Jb tfte west, tfte Sallsft often Ittlllud 
central and nortftem ldalto, and tM Kalispell .. 
used canoes to traNI down tfte era",'s Fo" to 
tMlr close friends and relations, tfte "Iower"· 
Kalispell or Pend d' OreUIe lit preserttday ldalto 

occupied a ftome territory ranging from tfte and Wasftlngton." 
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CouncR Grove State Park purportedly cOllf4lns 
tile site of tlte July, 1855 He"gate Treaty 
signing (though some historialls say that 
.IMftU suggests a site doWII river from tltis 
piau). Tlte treaty groullds were MOW" III 
S41lsh .,Clme,mealllllg 7rus'Who,e Um6s 
Ha,e Beell Cut off, perhaps referrillg to tlae 
l4,ge,s"'tHlth~'IIW'pollderosa plll~~ 'The 
tre4tr1' eJta61lshed the flatflead Illdiall Re'er­
,atlDn In' tile I«io. and MIs"on Valleys. IsCUlc 
lra,llIliStevellS neg.tfatedtftll and ".any 
otltertretltla 'while tUtl",,as ,o,emDr of 
WalalilgtDn 7'errlts" 4ntlSuperlntendent of· 
IfttUtm Affairs. 

TrlNlIetulm, hMiW fly xWe+ittln (Plenty 
Horses, Dr Chief Vlasr), qUf!Stloned iV'hy·the 
us wtlS',ee"ftg,a'trMtrI ,'nutile, were not 'at 
war, anti· resflted StevenS' efforts ttl· get. them. 
to otJntlDn thff BlttelYJDt VaJre,~; (Tltetreaty 
finally left tlte ,alley In '4ft mn6lguollSstatus, 
arad 'or tie nm' tltree' tlee.tUJis, :ftofl-lndlans 
srq". up pressures until the trifle WtU 

fon'61,'~rem.,ed" ill J891.) Tlte Cltlefs were 
Malnl, Interested In see"ng,US'help In 
endlllg Intertrffl41 wars with the Blatftfeet. 

Stevens, however, wtlS'more Intent tin getting , 
tlte trl~ to. cede lar,e tracts of their land 
lulu, .",that tlae us could secure'title,tom".t 
of watem Montana and.so open It to non­
'ftdfall .dement. The trilles wltllheld from 
us.lon certain "reserr4tWftS," altd Stevens 
promised tltem extsnsl,e material ald. A lesult 
"riat who oll'erPed the negotiations r~arW 
tllat due ttl poor·trallllatlon, "not a tenth of It 
WtlS actually understood fI~ either party." The 
tre4tr1 was ratlfled In 18'9, and trifJalleatler" 
trrIlng to mde the us live up to Its ,'de of the 
tlMl, would oftell cite tlie promises made at 
Clme. . 

.ColtllcR Gro,e State Pari 
offers a unique Dpponuftlty to 
leam aflou~ the hlsto" of the 
I~, II, IDoillng at the plants 

~t1J4t are present. The large 
"'atltre cottDftwoods attest to 

, . ,~lte river cltannel's old 10ta­
tlons. Tire Iruge Ponderosa plraes, however, tell of 
long spells of d'1l conditions with frequent ground 
fires to cofttrolln,asl,e douglas firs. Many raatlve 
gr~ses. can fie seen Ira the open areas of the park. 
Thele species ".m It easier to visu4llu what the 
metUlowsof the area looied lifee flefore cultivation 
charaged the face of tire landscape. 

1~lllillllllll~llllil InI 

Count" Groff! St4te Pari offers many opportuni­
ties- to ,nwatlllfe. Tile .pen fro,e structure of 
this riNtSIMpar' attracts a wide variety of fllrtls. 
Watch for flltiers, sa",uciers, and many species of 

wtHHlpet.fters. Greatfllue 
herons have jeen spotted 
along the'rivers edge. Whlte­
t4lled deer are often seen In 
the pari, and on rare occa­
sloftS, fllaci llean pass through 

~. /~':.:.,;; :~~ .. ,. _ Jl as well. The slough that you 
_, _.tf/1.~ ~: ~ ..:..:'..."crossed ora the way Into the 
\S\\/ .,..,,/ " parll is a great place to see 

waterf,wl such as the fllue­
. wlngedreal. Cool morning and 

'evening Itours are the flest times to see the aflun­
dallt wlltllife In the area. Remem6er to fleep' the 
dlsf4nu ,fletween you alld tlie wildlife safe and 
comfort4f1le for, all, parties. 
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The willter of 1995 fJroKght a letllal 
comflillatioll of heavy raills alld ItfgIt WillM tltat 
resulted III tlte loss of several stately POllderosa 
pilles. Olle of tltese giallt stumps Itas rew!tded a 
wealtlt of informatioll 011 the fire ftfsto", of tlte 
area. By coullting tlte rillgs of tlte dead tree 
and locatin, scars inflicted fly malor fires, 
approximate dates call fie determilled for tlte 
fires. More research Is fleing dDlle ill COOpertiDIl 
witlt scielltlsts at tlte- IIltel'mouftf4ill Fire W ift 
Missoula to determille wltat tlte Ilatural fire 
regime was fJefore the era of fire suppressioll 
fJegall. 

[.III~~II~I
 
WekDme til CDWlCil G",,,e St4te Pam. 
1b elllaallu ,our retrelltfDlI4f 'eqerleftu' 41111 

til aftJ us fn,rot<<tJftg,01l.,.tate ".ri, plstue 
o6urve, Me 'olfllM..g, f'II1a: 

C....'fl Gro.e " II a, use pari. VIs... 
4re web,.e Jecar--rolllli. ".., ...... ,g 10 
'.111. all,. NO CAMPING'IS AVMlABLE'"":;:~. ' 
AT THIS PARK. . 

•� Pets aretlllDwetl tIa",uglaD1I.t tie '� 
,ari; .lao~ tiey must fie'� 
kept 011 a l.etIsla at all tima.� 

•� M.terludtielakles.llre ~':;
 
to roadwa!lstllltl pariillg area;� 
"leae doft't drive· Dft,,,eget4tiD".,� 

•� Please D6se,.,etie 15m.,.Ia. 
speed limit· Tie spucllimit 
IfUIkes tie,arft safer tor 
eve'llDfte alltl miftimlJad...t 
alld 'mud ,ro61e".,. 

•� All ,ro", actilffties 0' 30 "r 
m"re people lIIust o6taill Ii . 
s,eclal recreatioft permit. 

•� Campfires are permitted ""I, ill 
esta6lfs1aed fire ,rlltes. . 
Please dOll't lealfe fires ""attended. 




